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Happy Teachers Day - 2020

    7 - Great Indian Teachers -
   Who Gave Education a New Meaning

The individuals who lived for themselves
are not remembered but, those who lived for
the wellbeing of the society and the future gen-
eration are never forgotten”  It is true that, for
building a strong and powerful nation we need
committed and selfless, economists, engi-
neers, doctors, law makers, law practioners,
technician, and many more contributors for
nation building activities and to prepare all
such committed honest and selfless people we
need great teachers who can prepare resource-
ful persons.   Today,  it is the obligation of
every citizen to offer a respect and honour to
our great teachers  who  contributed for shap-
ing modern India.

The 7 - great teachers are:
1. Gautam Buddha
2. Chanakya
3. Rabindranath Tagore
4. Swami Vivekanand
5. Savitribai Phule
6. Dr. Survepalli Radhakrishnan
7. Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam

   Gautam Buddha: Born as Siddharth
in 480 BC, Gautam Buddha was constantly
on the lookout for freedom and happiness.
He renounced his luxurious life and attained
salvation after performing a strict penance
under a Bodhi tree.  He later on became the
founder of Buddhism, educating people
through his eightfold paths. He enlisted eight
practices through his discourses.  These
were: right view, right intention, right
speech, right livelihood, right conduct, right
mindfulness, right effort and right Samaadhi.
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Vishnugupta and Kautilya are his other
names. Chanakya, belonging to the 4th century is
another great Indian teacher.

He fulfilled the coveted roles of a philoso-
pher, jurist and a royal advisor to king
Chandragupta Maurya.  He  authored two books
- Nitishashtra ( Chanakya Niti) and
Arthashashtra.  Both his works are a collation
of his  wisdom  supported  buy  number  of
experiential realities that he wanted to  pass on
to his contrymen.  Chanakya Niti consist of a
list of sutras that are thought - provoking and
essentiall for a successful life.

3. Rabindranath TagoreBorn on May 7th. 1861, Rabindra Nath
Tagore was a great writer and freedom fighter.   He
advocated learning through activities was sure shot
means to develop the physical and mental faculties
of a child. Shantiniketan hence emphasized on the
inclusion of physical activities like drama, climbing
of trees, plucking  fruits and dancing.  He thought
through a host of  narration- cum - discussions
along  with debates. These  practices  strength-
ened   the oratory skills of his students. Bestowing
his students with freedom, Rabindra Nath Tagore,
through his way of life  encouraged them to identify
their hidden potential. He was a staunch believer
and practitioner of outdoor  education, prompting
students to sit in the midst  ntural surroundings to
assimilate knowledge. He also believed that “The main objective

of teaching is not to give explanations, but to
knock on the doors of the mind”.
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“To succeed in your mission, you must have a single-minded
             devotion to your goal.” -        ....Dr. A.P.J.Abdul Kalaam

2. Chanakya

1.Gautam Buddha
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“  Good teacher is like a candle - it consumes itself to light the way for others"

                                                                          - Mustafa Kemal Ataturk

6.Dr. S.Radhakrishnan

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was born on
5 September, 1988 at Thiruttani, Madras Presi-
dency, British India (now in Tamil Nadu, India).
His birthday is celebrated as Teachers Day in
India. He was an Indian philosopher. statesman,
teacher, first Vice President and second Presi-
dent of India.   He was one of India's best and
most influential twentieth-century scholars of
comparative religion and philosophy. In 1936,
he was named as Spalding Professor of Eastern
Religions  and  Ethics  at the   University of
Oxford. He worked as vice - chancellor for Andra
University, Banaras Hindu University and Delhi
University. He also led the Indian delegation to
the United Nations Educational Scientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and was also
elected as the Chairman of UNESCO's execu-
tive board.  He also served as Indian ambassa-
dor to the Soviet Union. When he returned to
India in 1952, he was elected as Vice President -

Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam – The Missile
Man of India  was born on 15 October 1931.
His birth anniversary is observed as World
Students' Day. He was the President of India
from 2002 to 2007. He was honoured with
several prestigious awards including India's
highest civilian honour "Bharat Ratna" in
1997.   -   Dr. Kalam was the recipient of
honorary doctorates from 40 universities.

What actions are most excellent? To gladden the heart of a human being, to feed the hungry,
to help the afflicted to lighten the sorrow of the sorrowful and to remove the wrongs injured.........
............Dr. Abdul Kalam

- and in 1962, he was elected as President
and became the second President of Indepen-
dent India succeeding Rajendra Prasad.  In 1954,
he was awaded the country’s highest civilian
award, Bhart Ratna.
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Swami Viveknanda
In addition to being one of the prominant

Indian reformers of the bygone era, Swami
Vivekananda was also a man of unparalleled
intellect. Born in 1863, he fouded ‘Ramakrishna
Mission’ a moastery in which monks and his
followers join hands to spread the awareness
of Practical Vedanta.  He was  staunch believer
and supporter of the Gurukul system; a prac-
tice of education where students and teachers
live together. Through his teachings, Swami
vivekanand impressed upon the students to face
the testing time of life.  Swami Vivekananda
instilled a sense of confidence in every indi-
vidual that he/ she is already blessed with infi-
nite potential.

            Savitribai Phule
 Savitribai Phule is known  for her strong

voice against the atrocities committed on
women.  In addition to fighting  for this social
cause, she was also recognized for her dedi-
cated efforts in promoting the need for girls’
education.

Setting up the first women’s school, she
supported  the  need  for female education
alongside  encouraging the demand for gender
equality in education.  Rekindling the dreams
of thousands of women, she set up  a school
for untouchable girls.  Along  with  offering
stipends to children for coming to schools, she
conducted parent- teacher meetings to highlight
the importance of education to children.

  As  a mark of respect for all that she did
to the field of education and for the execution
of women’s   rights,  the University of  Pune is
currently   known as Savitribai   Phule Pune
University.

5.Savitribai Phule

4. Swami Viveknanda
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                  “Talk to yourself once in a day, otherwise you may miss meeting an
                          exellent person in this worl” .............. Swami Vivekananda.


